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RACING NEWS

EIGHT FESTIVAL WINNERS 
FOR FRENCH-BREDS

The popularity of French-bred National Hunt horses has
continued to grow in recent years and this trend shows no
signs of waning. The recent successes of “Fr” horses at the
Cheltenham Festival is the best advertisement possible and
shows why English and Irish trainers still look to French studs
and racecourses to source their future stars. It is no wonder
that top trainers such as Willie Mullins and Paul Nicholls
continue to make shopping trips to France on a regular basis
and why the majority of jump trainers in Ireland and England
now have a large number of horses carrying the “Fr” suffix in
their yards. 

French-bred horses won eight of the 27 races at
Cheltenham last week, putting them in second place behind
Ireland. These included an impressive five wins and eight
places at Grade 1 level. 

These performances bode well for the future too, as many
of these horses look to have star potential, particularly the
hurdlers Douvan, Peace And Co, Aux Ptits Soins and
Bouvreuil, and Willie Mullins’ talented young chasers
Vautour, Un De Sceaux and Djakadam. 

An even bigger advertisement for French breeding was the
fact that so many of these winners were by stallions that are
currently standing in France, such as Haras d’Etreham’s Saint
Des Saints, the sire of Aux Ptits Soins, Haras des Granges’
Walk In The Park, who sired Douvan, and Falco, who stands
at Haras du Grand Chesnaie and is the sire of Peace And Co.
Other French-based stallions were well represented among
the winners and included Poliglote, Lord Du Sud, Fragrant
Mix and Turgeon, though some of their progeny were not
French-breds. 

Arqana also had a successful Cheltenham Festival as Gr.1
RSA Chase winner Don Poli is a graduate of their 2011
Summer Sale, when he was sold by Mill House Stud to The
Blue Spirit for €42,000. Although Irish-bred, Don Poli is from a
French family as his dam, Dalamine, ran on the flat in France
and produced a winner over hurdles and fences at Auteuil in
Dalino. The Gr.1 Champion Hurdle runner-up Arctic Fire was
bought by Pierre Boulard for €110,000 at their Autumn Sale in
2012. The JP McManus-owned Cause Of Causes, who took
the Listed Toby Balding National Hunt Chase at the Festival, is
also an Arqana graduate, as he was purchased by Highflyer
Bloodstock from trainer Pascal Bary for €52,000 at the 2011
Autumn Sale. Cause Of Causes was bred in the US but his
dam Angel In My Heart, who also produced the Gr.1 Derby
winner Kris Kin and the Gr.2-placed Bravodino, started her
career in France, where she won a Gr.3 at Deauville. 

The FRBC was created in 2000 to promote the French racing and breeding industry abroad. Their aim is to help foreign racing
professionals discover more about pursuing their interests on French soil, whether that be buying at sales in France or having
a horse in training with a French trainer. Their dedicated team, headed by Capucine Houel, is present at all major French
sales and race meetings and they are more than happy to help and provide any information necessary in order to facilitate
buying, breeding or racing in France. They can organise visits to studs, training centres or hospitality at the races, and also
reimburse travel costs for visitors who purchase at French public auctions. 

Cecile Adonias is responsible for the National Hunt division of the FRBC. Her role is to help Irish and English owners and
trainers looking to find a future jumping star on French soil, and they could be following their purchase into the winners’
enclosure at the 2016 Cheltenham Festival.                                                                                             Sally Ann Grassick

Haras d’Etreham’s
Saint Des Saints
(left), the top
French-based sire
at Cheltenham last
week, with one
Group winner and
three Group-
placed.

Haras du Grand
Chesnaie’s Falco
(right), sire of last
week’s Gr.1 Triumph
Hurdle victor Peace
And Co. 

The 2005 Gr.1 Derby
runner-up Walk In
The Park, sire of last
week’s Gr.1 Supreme
Novices’ Hurdle
winner Douvan. He
stands at Haras des
Granges for just
€1,500 this year.

Vautour, a Gr.1 winner
at last week’s Festival
from the final French
crop sired by Robin
Des Champs, who has
been standing at
Glenview Stud in
Ireland since 2009. 


